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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
On behalf of the Friends Executive, we hope all of you are well and enjoying the Fall. We are pleased to report 
many of our programs and services are now returning.

The Friends Giant Fall Book Sale was held in October. A special thanks to Don Menard and the many volunteers 
who worked beyond the call of duty to make the sale a success! Before expenses, $45,000 was raised for the 
Library’s value-added programs and services.

The Annual General Meeting will be held in person on Wednesday, January 25, 2023 at 6 pm in the Stevenson & 
Hunt Room, Central Library. This will be followed by the popular Jazz for the People program, sponsored in part 
by the Friends.

The Friends Book Store, located in the Central Library, is open and offers some excellent buys for Christmas 
gifts.

The A Book for Every Child program, which helps to ensure that EVERY CHILD in our community has a book to 
call their own, is in the 31st year of operation. The campaign started November 1 and will run until December 17, 
2022. Find out how you can participate.

A special thanks to William and Judith Reid for their donation from their estate.  Many of you may remember 
them as owners of Byron Swayze Travel.

My sincere thanks to the Friends Executive for their commitment and dedication, to the public library staff for 
their support, to our many volunteers, and to you, our members, for your continuing support.

If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact us.

Voicemail: 519-661-2448

Email: friends@lpl.ca

 

Carmen Sprovieri, President
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FRIENDS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2023
The Annual General Meeting of the Friends of the London Public Library will be held on Wednesday, 
January 25, 2023 at 6 pm in the Stevenson & Hunt Room, Central Library, 251 Dundas Street. The meeting 
will be followed by Jazz for the People at 7 pm in the Wolf Performance Hall, a program supported by the 
Friends of the Library.

Friend of the Year: Call for Nominations
At the Annual General Meeting, our Friend(s) of the Year Award is presented. If you know someone who 
deserves to be FRIEND OF THE YEAR, please submit the name and address of your nominee(s) with a short 
letter explaining why you believe that person/group should be honoured. Three people are required to 
support a nomination. Please include the names, signatures and addresses of the three nominators.

Send your submission(s) no later than December 15, 2022 to President, Friends of the London Public 
Library, 251 Dundas St, London, ON, N6A 6H9.

FALL BOOK SALE MAKES A SUCCESSFUL RETURN IN 2022
Following a two-year hiatus brought on by the COVID pandemic, October 14–16 witnessed the return 
of the Friends Giant Fall Book Sale. Once again, the sale was held in the lower level of Centennial Hall 
in downtown London. Organizers were excited to see gross revenues, before expenses, approaching 
$45,000. These funds will be used to enhance public library related projects.

There are many parties and individuals to thank for this outstanding result. Our transportation partners, 
Campbell Bros Movers and Yale Industrial Trucks, again provided the means by which the materials stored 
in the warehouse were brought to the venue in a timely fashion. Friends’ volunteer, Doug Harris, operated 
the fork lift for the loading and unloading process.

The sale itself ran smoothly as a result of the efforts of our large force of volunteer helpers who helped set 
up the sale, restock materials during the sale, and box leftovers at the end. Volunteer efforts were organized 
by Liz Scott. 
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FALL BOOK SALE SUCCESS
First time Head Cashier, Heidi Williams, rose to the challenges of 
recruiting volunteers and coordinating their work during the sale. She 
was ably assisted by Vice President Cindy Dierickx. For the first time, 
we were able to facilitate the use of debit and credit which contributed 
greatly to the sale’s success.

Other members of the Friends Executive played instrumental roles, 
including marketing by President Carmen Sprovieri, event coordination 
by Deb Lowrey, pricing by Scott Curoe, promotion by Clive Fletcher and 
volunteer assistance by Ann Walker. Ellen Hobin and Rita Verhulst of the 
London Public Library provided expert assistance.

Most importantly, our thanks go to the members of the public who 
demonstrated their support for the event, both throughout the year with 
their donation of materials and at the sale. Without your help it would not 
have been possible.
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK STORE NEWS
The Friends Book Store, located in the Central Library, has been up and running post-COVID since March of this 
year. Book Store proceeds, together with those from the Friends Giant Annual Book Sale and other fund-raising 
activities, are all donated to the Library to support value-added initiatives offered to the public through our 
wonderful Library. Did you know, over the years, these donations have exceeded two million dollars?

The Friends of the Library rely on the generosity of its members and, particularly, the support of its volunteers. 
The Book Store operates Monday through Saturday. Volunteers work one or more two and a half hour shifts 
each week. Shifts are organized in three-person teams so that each shift has the flexibility to cover if one 
volunteer cannot make it.

Most of our volunteers are retired and enjoy the social aspect of working at the Book Store. Store volunteers are 
avid readers and enjoy the opportunity to buy books at a discounted price. Most of all, they know the value of our 
Library through the many programs it offers and they take pride in supporting the Library through volunteering 
their time.

We Need Volunteers!
The Book Store currently has 33 volunteers but WE NEED NEW VOLUNTEERS to help staff shifts Monday 
through Thursday from 3–5:30 pm. Training and underground parking at the Citi Plaza are provided. If you are 
looking for an opportunity to make new friends while supporting a great cause that benefits our community, 
consider volunteering with us.

Friends Online Volunteer Applications
Print the application form at www.friendslondonlibrary.ca/volunteer-opportunities, fill it out and drop it off at the 
Friends Book Store at Central Library. Or call the Friends message line at 519-661-2448.

Visit: www.friendslondonlibrary.ca/volunteer-opportunities
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK STORE FOR HOLIDAY SHOPPING
The Friends of the Library Book Store will be putting out its Christmas inventory beginning the week of 
November 14. The store always has a large selection of gift quality, never-been-used books for sale and, as 
always, has a great selection of children’s books, all at bargain prices. We will also be holding a Pop Up book sale 
on Saturday December 10, from 10 am to 3 pm.

THANK YOU TO WILLIAM AND JUDITH REID
A special thank you to William and Judith Reid for their donation to the Friends of the London Public Library from 
their estate. Judith and William Reid lived in London and, together, successfully owned Byron Swayze Travel. 
Judith passed away July 27, 2020 and was predeceased by her husband Willian Reid. The donation will be used 
to support London Public Library’s value-added programs and services. We offer our sincere thanks for this 
donation.
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A BOOK FOR EVERY CHILD PROGRAM
Let’s make sure EVERY CHILD in our community has a book to call their own.

This is the 31st year of London Public Library’s A Book for Every Child program. Each year, donations of new 
books and money ensure that thousands of books are distributed by schools and agencies to children who 
might otherwise not have a book of their own. This year’s campaign runs November 1 to December 17. 

These participating bookstores offer a 20% discount on books purchased for the program.

• The Book Store at Western

• Chapters South London

• Coles Bookstore Masonville Place

• Indigo North London

• The Oxford Book Shop

Purchased books are left at the store and delivered to the Library by Friends’ volunteers.

Financial donations are greatly appreciated and allow library staff to purchase materials to meet the specific 
requests for children from schools and agencies.

DONATE: 
Online: www.lpl.ca/bfec  
Call: 519-661-5100 x.5460 
In person at any library location.

Although the focused campaign, 
including discounts at book stores, 
takes place in November and 
December, donations can be made 
all year round. Consider making a 
donation in someone’s memory or as a 
gift to celebrate a special occasion.


