Supporting value-added Library programs
March 2022

Among Friends
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
On behalf of the Friends Executive, we wish you a wonderful 2022 and we hope this finds all of you safe and
well. As we did during the past year, we continue to monitor and to act on developments in regard to COVID-19.
At the moment, it appears the future seems to be brighter.
The Book Store has reopened, effective February 7, 2022. We are always looking for volunteers and applications
are available at the Book Store. Read more about the volunteer process, hours of opening, and the great collection
of materials available at great prices.
This was the 30th year of the Book for Every Child program. It continues to be a valued program to children
and families, and those in the community who work with them. Our thanks to all who contributed to this most
important program which promotes literacy among some of our most vulnerable readers. Read more about the
number of books distributed, money donated and, most importantly, the pleasure books bring to children.
In ordinary times our AGM would take place in January, a month after the end of our fiscal year, but due to the
Pandemic, we will postpone the event until spring. You will be notified of the date, time and place.
Our thanks to those who renewed their Friends’ membership. Read more about the many benefits of membership,
how to renew if you have not yet done so, and how to get a replacement card if needed. Your support is greatly
appreciated.
This month we want to thank two special people – Joan Margaret Watt and Girl Guide Betty Rounds. Joan Watt,
who passed in March 2021, remembered Friends with a donation from her Estate, a gift we are most grateful
for. Betty Rounds is a Girl Guide who is passionate about books and reading. She organized a Book Sale in her
parents’ garage and gave the proceeds to the Friends of the Library. Not only did she give the proceeds, but she
was proud to tell visitors about the Friends. Thank you, Joan and Betty.
My thanks to the Friends Executive for their work and dedication, to our donors like Joan and Betty, and to you,
our members, for your continuing support.
If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact us. Stay well and safe.
Carmen Sprovieri, President
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK STORE
The Friends of the Library Book Store was closed for sixteen months during the initial waves of COVID-19,
reopening in August 2021 only to be closed again in mid-December due to the provincial lockdown that we
are now coming out of.
We are pleased that the Bookstore has reopened effective February 7, 2022. Store hours are 10:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday and 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday. As we recruit additional volunteers,
our goal is to extend store hours to 5:00 p.m. on weekdays and 4:00 p.m. on Saturdays. We hope to achieve
this goal by the end of March 2022. All COVID-19 health and safety protocols are observed at the Book
Store.
If you would like to volunteer at the store, application forms are available in the store, or you may contact us
about volunteering through the Friends website at www.friendslondonlibrary.ca/contact-us. Volunteers work
one or more two-and-a-half hour shifts each week. Volunteering at the Book Store is a pleasant experience
and provides a chance to socialize while contributing to the cause of supporting our public library.
The Book Store is located in the Central
Library next to Citi Plaza. Even though the
store has been closed for the greater part of
two years, donations of books, music, movies,
and puzzles and games have continued to
be received. We have a great collection of
material, all reasonably priced and all proceeds
from sales are donated to the Library.
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A BOOK FOR EVERY CHILD
“I wish I could share the looks on our students’
faces when they learn that they get to keep the
book. Your program promotes literacy among some
of our most vulnerable readers.”
“Last year we received some dual language books
and picture dictionaries which the children loved
– some children were even taking their picture
dictionaries to their friends’ homes and to school to
use as a tool to teach their peers.”
This was the 30th year of London Public Library’s
A Book for Every Child program. It continues to
be a valued program to children and families, and
those in our community who work with them. The
result of the 2021 program is that 6,114 books were
distributed to children through 16 schools and 14
agencies.
The role of the Friends of the Library in this program was to facilitate the participation of local book stores from
November 1 to December 10. Five stores participated in the program this year and offered a 20% discount on
books purchased for A Book for Every Child: The Book Store at Western, Chapters – South London, Coles –
Masonville Place, Indigo – North London, and Oxford Book Shop. The total number of books donated via the
book stores was 616. This included generous donations from The Book Store at Western, EMCO and the Family
Centre Carling Thames.
Books for A Book for Every Child can also be donated directly at Library locations. When promoting the program,
the Library’s focus is on financial donations that allow library staff to purchase materials to meet the specific
requests for children from schools and agencies. The total amount raised this year was $26,894.19. Friends of
the Library donated $1,000.00 to the program.
Although the focused A Book for Every Child campaign takes place in November and December, donations can
be made online or at any Library location all year round. Donations can be made in memory of someone or as a
gift to celebrate a special occasion.
www.lpl.ca/bookforeverychild
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THANK YOU TO JOAN MARGARET WATT
The Friends are most grateful to Joan Watt for remembering us with a donation from her estate. Joan passed
away peacefully in her 93rd year in March 2021.
Joan was a teacher and took her training at the London Normal School which was then the Teacher’s College.
She began her career teaching in the elementary grades in Eganville, Crowland, Oshawa and St. Thomas. She
returned to London in 1967 to continue teaching in various London elementary schools. In 1970, she earned her
Specialist Certificate in Special Education which allowed her to embark on a new direction in her teaching career
which she continued until her retirement in 1984.
In her retirement, Joan remained busy and filled her time volunteering in the community. She loved history and
was involved with Museum London, the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario, and the Elgin County Museum in
St. Thomas.
She was especially interested in books, reading and literature. As a volunteer for the Canadian National Institute
for the Blind, Joan took great pride in creating tactile books for visually impaired children. She continued her
interest in books and literature and was an active member in her Book Club.
To all who knew her she was a loving, caring and generous person – one who was a great role model.
The Friends of the London Public Library are most appreciative to Joan for thinking of us. The funds we raise go
to support enhancements to London Public Library’s services and programs – important programs that would not
be available without our support. Again, our sincere thanks to Joan for her generous donation.
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BETTY ROUNDS GIVES TO THE COMMUNITY IN HER QUEST
FOR THE GIRL GUIDES CANADA CORD AWARD
28 book lovers braved cold temperatures on a Saturday afternoon in
November 2021 to attend Betty Rounds’ book sale. Everyone who
came bought something and the average person bought at least 5
books. In total, the 2-hour event raised $285 for the Library. Many
visitors asked if Betty would host another sale in the spring!
Visitors learned about the sale in a variety of ways: social media
posts (by London Public Library, Neighbourhood Associations,
Mom groups, etc.), a Tourism London event listing, word of mouth,
and handmade signs that Betty and friend Isabelle posted in the
neighbourhood. Betty went door to door in her neighbourhood to
promote the event. A teacher at Betty’s school, after seeing the
Library’s social media post, said: “Betty, you’re Twitter famous!”
The Friends were happy to support this sale! Betty was proud to
tell visitors about Friends of the Library and her passion for the
Library, handing out donation forms and brochures. Don Menard of
the Friends of the Library delivered and picked up many books. The
Friends donated about two thirds of the total books in the sale, with
adult fiction being the biggest seller!
The Friends extend thanks to the many people who helped make this sale a success.
• Ellen Hobin, Jeremy and everyone else at the Library who supported Betty’s efforts.
• Pathfinder Isabelle C. and mom, Michelle, for helping to promote, set up, staff, and tear down the event. From
greeting visitors to crocheting customer bookmarks, you were the faces of the event. And you braved cold
noses and toes!
• Guider Kelley Thompson, leader of 5th London Guides/Pathfinders. This book sale was part of Betty
achieving a 3-year Girl Guides Award called the Canada Cord. Kelley’s tireless advice, encouragement, and
enthusiasm – not to mention book donations and support during the event itself – helped Betty build powerful
new leadership skills, including the belief that she could tackle a project of this scale. Kelley and the Girl
Guides organization truly are fostering the next generation of community-centric leaders.
The Friends presented Betty with a congratulatory letter, a pin and a $20 gift certificate from our Library Book
Store to let her know her efforts were very much applauded.
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
To Zoom or not to Zoom, yes, that is the question that the Executive will discuss at the Board Meeting in March.
In ordinary times our AGM would take place a month after the end of our fiscal year in January and be followed
by a Jazz For The People concert and reception. However, these are not ordinary times. Our last AGM was in
June 2021 on Zoom. June was the latest date possible to hold the AGM based on the legalities surrounding the
need for an AGM during a global pandemic. There was no Jazz For The People and no reception.
Points up for discussion in March will include: the current state of the pandemic here in London, what restrictions
are in place for indoor meetings, and the possibility of holding a Jazz For The People concert and under what
conditions. It’s hard to predict if March’s data will mirror June data but a decision will be made. Members will be
notified of the AGM date and format or, in other words, To Zoom or Not to Zoom, once a decision is made.

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
We would like to thank all of you who have renewed your membership with the Friends for 2022. Members
of the Friends of the London Public Library have been incredibly supportive through 2020 and 2021. Early in
the pandemic, the Friends Executive decided to extend 2020 memberships to the end of 2021. Membership
renewals for 2022 were sent out in late November and we are grateful for your past membership and continued
support. You can still renew your membership online on our website at www.friendslondonlibrary.ca.
Your membership assists the work of the Friends in supporting London Public Library’s value-added programs.
Your membership also comes with the following benefits:
•
•
•
•
•

Advance notification of programs and events planned or sponsored by the Friends.
10% discount at Oxford Book Shop when showing a current membership card.
20% discount at the Library Book Store on Fridays when showing a current membership card.
Invitation to a special preview night at the annual giant Book Sale.
Invitations to the Columbia Sportswear Employee Store are available for Friends of the London Public Library
and up to four of their guests. We anticipate 2 or 3 events per year, providing a great opportunity to stock
up on quality seasonal items. Columbia requires a current membership card be shown with the invitation for
admittance.

If you’ve misplaced your current membership card and need a replacement, we are happy to provide that for you.
Please email: membership@friendslondonlibrary.ca and we will arrange to have a replacement left for you at the
Friends of the Library Book Store, next to Citi Plaza at the Central Library.

